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: 'To the Reader, 0 


'T bath bin my conſtant Courſe for ſome Months, to Preach every Sur 
day either on the whole Hays for the Day, or ſome part oft." And 
finding I was commanded mm the Brief for the Perſecuted Proteſtants- 
in France, ( which was bronght me in the Week before the 4th. Sun- 
he day in Lent”) to publiſh it the next Sunday Ifound there wat no 
needto alter my wonted conrſe, in order to my pitching on a Subjeft which 
micht ſuit with that Occaſion. The famous Dr. Pattick in his Epiſtle De> 
dicatory before his Sermon Preached before the Lord Major, &C. the 21ſt. 
Sunday after Trinity 1680. afcribes bis being azrefied to the Subjett he 
then Preached on, not ſomich to his own Prudence, as a kind of Diyine 
Proyidence; becauſe baving obſerved this ſame. Courſe thar Tear, ht did 
20t oz that Occaſion go out of his way to meet with afitting Argu- 
ment. Whether People well pat the ſame Conſtruttion on this Diſcourſe 8x 
zot, Tneither know nor care. But I think I may truly ſay, T have diſcourſ= 
ed on this Text, with a Freedom which becomes aChriltian, axd parti- 
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cularly atrue Son of the Church of England. - $a riee 
« It may te ſome who pretendto the Church, will take Exception at this 
Sermon,. fax there are ſome {0 ſhallow, and of fo ſhort Diſcourſe, the 
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amet underſtand how a man can except againſt their violent Proceedi 
arainſt ſome Dillenters, and yet be himſelf a thorough Conformiſt. :- 
ed it 55 nat of any moment what ſuch may either ſay or think, but yet to 
SAti; ppen to be favoured with any fo- 


giveth " ſome Satisfattion of they ever 


r and lucid Intervals, Twill among ſt the 1m4nn y Inflances F might mention 


for this end, offer theſe few to their Conſideration. 


1.. Tcould never yet underſtandthat Conformity did. oblige any man to 
lay aſide all Bowels of Compaſſion. Nay F am ſure, to Convince and $a 
:iofy Men with Reaſon, wid by Fhmility, Gemleneſs and Merkneſs is moſt 
Chriſtian, and tends moſt ta the Honour. of particular Perſons, and whole 


urches. How much of Fierceneſs and Violence there it in any Party,eſpe- 

by af conntenanced by the Principles of that Per ſmaſion, fo much'there is 

0] ome Infernal and Deviliſh Mixture m it. ; Fn. 
2- "Thoſe who do generally Decry and Proſecute Diſſmters with greateſt 


n and Virul 5 fo grics Strangers unto them. They uſually krow 
no more of| them 41 they learn frem ſome falſe and ſcandalous Obſervator ' 


_ | 3+. They arg commonly Ignorant of tht State of 
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48 rwixt us,and the Digs: nters, The true Np W by Judicious and th ink- 
| - Ing Conformiſts do aſe thoſe particular Ceremonies which are gmjayned, is 
Eg becauſe theyare fetizfied the IE: the genexal Rule given by the 4- 
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f F arid broken *ortunes, or elſe Z« 
t Worſhippers of 'Mawmor.: They do commonly take up 
nforming, .and Swearing, and Perſecuting as a Trade to live by. 
They ſcarce know how to ſubſiſt but by Preying onthe Wealth, 
| and Eftates, and Goods, of thoſe honeſt, ſober, religious People 
ey. do-lnfc d Sy it.: Men that are io lazy they 


ſe are. indeed afit- ſort of Peo- 
They cannot Live unleſs ſome 
| os fires of moſt 
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thing, will much more 
the Temptation of W; 
Commendation of great 
* - Having giventhisacc 
ire whence it is that 


inyeterate Enemies againſt the G odly Conſtant Experience is —_ 
an undenyable Proof of the Truth of it; for no Age hath palled, 
' but the worſt Men have bin contriving and ent Dl 
hteous ſome Diſpleaſure. We need not conſult Hiſto 

what I am now treating of, or we may every 

ceof the Deplorable Truth and Certainty of it 


fe ſubje& and Take 
e Wrath andDiſpleaſare of 'God, butaswe are of awrath- 
ful, furious, and yyreconcilable Temper. We e re natoraly E- 
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of Witneſs, and Craelty, 


is extraoidinary violent againſ which are of the contrary 
Nature. . But thoſ things which have not ſuch a Savageneſs In- 
rermixt, they only teſtify their averſion by a peacible withdraw- 
ing themſelves, not at all end wouring the Deſtruction or Hurt 
of the other.' This i is very appa rentin the Wolf and the Lamb - 

They delight not in the Society one of another, ' but the Lamb, 

though of ſo contrary a Nature to the Wolf, doth not ſeek the 
Life or hurt of the Wolf; butthe Wolf is nor ſatisfied but with 
the total Deſtruction of the Lamb. Nor is this only becauſe the 
Woif doth. uſually preyand feed on ſuch Creatures,forthen when 
the Hunger were ſatisfied, that Tapacious: and: fierce Temper 
would ceaſe. That Cr ature whichis'of a erce and: rayenous 
Nature, wil deſtroy and kill not only out of Neceſlity, but alſo 
for Sport. and Recreation. Thus wicked Men they are of a con- 
trary Nature to the Godly, and have muc | wildneſs and rave- 
ROulnels: hey te: hey rantot [repair ey make ſome 'to fall; 
and thereforeth y afe £ t. forth b ning Crea- 


Innocent. ek, he lk 5 er in ej Dons | 
phe Righteous, Eco Wal 
If you ask what the Rraſoli 3 is that h TE 


4 » t nf 
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It dares not ou 


Mendon nomore hurt to the 


devour Sheep, | wy And nora obey 


dox ie; and kill, and # 
cent crank Profitable Creatures, and.as Hawks and Kites do fly af- 


ragious. Ungodly Men Perſecute and. Frouble the Juſt and Holy. 

2. Their Natural Enmity is yery much increaſed and excited 
into aCt by very unjuſt Prejudices, - which they imbibe andenter- 
tain with Delight:- Awickedy perſecuting "Perſon rejoyceth to 


hear of any thing, which rata: to. the Defamation, and Diſre- 


_ divulge itabroad, -and aggravates every Miſtake, and almoſt 
unayoidable Infirmiry,. [repreſenting itas an hideous and .unpar- 
donable- Crime. - Nay: he'uſually-attributes the Favlts of ſome 
particular Perſons to = whole: Profeſſion. Thus the very Name 
of a Pious Man is Odious and Inſupportable to him and he talks 

. asvirulently- againſt, __ defires as: JERbenaly- the utter De- 
ſtructionof every one,how Harmleſs,Good,and Innocent ſoever, 


of any Hurt by the one, Or any good by: the other... 
Itm 
exe glyat this time amongft our ſelves ; which is, that we 
iſputed our ſelves 1 Into. jo-much Wrath, ſach-an Averſa 1 S 
Nn ry to. one another 4 at D enters. and boſe w] vho 
on f: 5 Choreh, can ſcarce indure the ono one. 


no her, that ie oy; not. only 
eminent Exerciſe of- Caries and tonal Fothearmicers come 
man-Cl i mity. doth: very much inforce,”but they:do with tos 
much, Appetite liſten andLinquire after, and inſtead of mourn 
ing for, do rejoyceand almolt triumph in'the Faults which par, 
ticular erſons oneither fide are chargible with ; and which 
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beyond its due-extent. Pon Bn: 
_B y Sis neapsdo thoſe whoa + Cornope, 


texand Prey on Turtle Doves and Pigeons, fo do Wicked ont- 


pute of onethat is truly Religious. He labors to ſpread and 


Tam: comenpades ſuch a aDenomination,a as a ainſttho viieſt MiE 
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